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Daily Life
in Year 1 & 2

The children will participate in Phonics,
Reading, Maths and English lessons daily
and follow a blocked curriculum which
teaches non-core subjects linking to an
overarching topic.

Please make sure your child has their
reading record, reading book, water bottle
and a coat in school every day.

A fruit/vegetable snack is provided each day
by the school, however the children are
welcome to bring in their own snack from
home.




Home time

 The children will be dismissed from the door next to the hall at
3:30pm each day.

 Please inform the office, or write a message in their reading
record, if someone else is collecting your child.

 To ensure their safety, we will not release the children to
anyone other than a parent without prior communication, even
iIf this is a parent we know.




Read Write Inc

» Read Write Inc phonics is a comprehensive
programme to teach the skills necessary for early
reading.

* The children will have a daily phonics session where
they are taught the letter sounds and skills needed
to continue their reading journey.

 Children in Year 1 will be completing the statutory
phonics screening test at the end of the school year.




Reading

* Once the children have co_mBI_eted a phonics
gss?(ssment, they will begin bringing home reading
00Kks.

* Your child must read this book 3 times before it can be
changed.

* Reading books will be changed on a Monday and
Thursday each week.

- Books will only be changed if it has been recorded in the
reading record that they have read three times at home.

 Children are expected to read every night at home.




Cj Tips for the Readi;t; Hélpé}‘ Y j

As readers become increasingly independent with their reading they should be
encoumg(’d to read silently more and more. However, regularly reading out loud to
you will help your reader improve his/her reading skills. Here are some useful tips:

Make sure that you are using reading material with the right level of difficulty for
the reader. Also, check that the content is suitable

o To stimulate interest in a new book, talk about:

« what might happen in the story
+ what the reader hopes to learn about, e.g. from a non-fiction book.

e Encourage the reader to use the ‘Comments’ spaces in this booklet to record
« whether or not the reading material was interesting

» if the book was easy or difficult to read

+ what she/he enjoyed most about the book

o In the spaces provided, help the reader to make a note of any tricky words or
words to practise. If possible, have a dictionary available at reading times.

Decoding using phonics - prompt the reader to ‘decode’ unfamiliar words by
breaking them down into a series of sounds and then blending the sounds together

o Help the reader to ‘work out’ words which can’t be blended by looking at the
other words in the sentence or at the pictures in the book

Encourage the reader to look at any pictures in their books in order
to get a better understanding of the text and to help them predict

what may happen next

Try reading some pages to the reader before asking him/her to
read. This will show what fluent reading sounds like and help
with the reader’s understanding.

o Read a wide range of poems and stories to the reader, including
ones that are too complex for her/him to read at this stage.

@ When the reader is reading out loud, encourage him/her to read
with feeling and to use her/his voice to help ‘tell’ the story
more clearly

Checking Understanding S

o the reader about each book as much as possible

book, ask the reader to look at the cover and any pictures on
him/her to guess what might happen in the story,

w Talk t
u Before starting @ new
the inside pages. Invite
w Ask questions about the story/book, for example:
+ Who/what is the story about?
+ Where/when did the story take place?
« What do you think is going to happen next?
« How do you think - - ~ feels about that?
« Why do you think — - feels that way?
« Why did - - — do that?
« What would you do i you were — — =2

= Invite the reader to explain the meaning of selected words. Encourage them to use
a dictionary.

= At the end of a book ask the reader questions like:
« Do you like how the book ended?
* Would you have written a different ending?
* What do you think happened next?

®  Ask the reader to summarise, in order, what happened in the story or what he/she
learned from a non-fiction book.

& Encourage them to:
* draw pictures of scenes/characters from the book
o tell the story in their own words
* describe a character from the book, including the character's thoughts and feelings.

& Ask the reader to say whether or not he/she enjoyed the book and to tell yo
what the best bits were. Ve AR ey L

Year 1 & 2 — Reading Records
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Phonics - a simple overview
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. They are taught
how to:

m recognise the sounds that each individual letter represents

® identify the sounds that different combinations of letters represent,

e.qg. ek’ or 'al’

= blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word
Children can use this skill to decode new words.
As children develop their reading skills they will discover that the same sound can be
written in different ways. On the following pages there are charts showing how the
different vowel and consonant sounds are often written.

The language of phonics

The overview above contains all you need to know to help a reader learn through
phonics. If you want to know more, the following information may be useful.

¢ The smallest units of spoken sound in a language are called phonemes.

o These sounds (phonemes) are represented in writing by letters | groups of letters
called graphemes.

» Phonemes can be represented by more than one grapheme.
(E.g. the ow sound in cow is the same as the oy sound in out)

* Some graphemes represent more than one phoneme.
(E.g. th can be the th sound in thin, or the th sound in that)

+ Readers should become increasingly aware of these grapheme-phoneme
correspondences.

These pages include some hints and tips for helping yo

child as they are now becoming a developing reader




Year 1 & 2 — Reading Records

Some Ways of Writing the Different Consonant Sounds J

Some Ways of Writing the Different vowel Sounds
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spellings and meanings.




Reading Routes is a whole-
school Initiative which aims
to diversify the children’s
readl_ng% by exposing them to
a variely of genres.

Once they haveread 5
books from each genre ‘line’
on their ticket, they will
receive a certificate.

Children who complete their
ticket will receive a special
badge.

Children may choose to
bring home a book from
Reading Routes, this is to be
read alongside their school
reading book.

Reading Routes

ONE K81 READING TICKET
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English

Each day the children will become authors as they
plan, create a front cover and spend time each day
writing a page of their very own book!

Lessons follow the same format each day;

Fine Motor — finger warm up
Handwriting practice
Sentence Accuracy — holding a sentence in their head

Writing




RWI Guided Reading

- Each day the children will participate in a selection
of reading activities, either independently or with an

adult.

» The children will be split into groups according to
their reading level and will read with an adult every

day.

* Activities will include spellings, word reading and
iIndependent reading amongst many more.




Whole Class Reading

- Each day the children will have a whole class
reading session which aims to promote a life-long
love of reading.

* This covers a wide variety of texts, such as poems,
fiction and non-fiction texts.

* The children are taught reading comprehension
skills and strategies which will support their learning
as they continue through school.




Maths

- Each day the children will have a maths session,
building upon their current mathematical knowledge
to learn new skills and concepts.

» Children will cover topics such as more complex
addition and subtraction, simple fractions,
multiplication and division, shapes and their
properties, time and volume.




Behaviour

* \We have a positive behaviour
management ethos at Bisham
which revolves around the
three school rules.

* The children are reminded
frequently of the rules, and
what it looks like to be
following the rules.




Rewards

Class Dojo Stars of the Week
Star of the Day - Class
Headteachers - Headteachers

award

Daily Weekly




- Reading Record for daily messages

* Arrange a meeting through the school office
» Class page on the school website

* Newsletters

» Parent’s evenings in October and January

Communication




Assessment

« Each half term the children complete a phonics assessment,
this enables us to identify any gaps in their phonic knowledge
and ensure they are on the correct reading books.

* At the end of each Maths unit, the children complete an informal
end of unit assessment which also identifies any knowledge
gaps

» Writing is assessed at the end of every ‘book’ the children

create.




Pencil Cases

* Please ensure your child has their pencil case in school. These will
be kept in school and sent home each term so that you can
replenish as needed.

* They should include;
* A writing pencil (HB)
A sketching pencil (B)
« Sharpener
Glue stick
Whiteboard Pen
30cm ruler
Scissors
Rubber
Colouring pencils (optional)




PE Days are Tuesday and Friday

Children should come to school in their PE kit. Lessons this
term will be outside, weather permitting, so please ensure
they are dressed appropriately as the weather gets colder!



Homework

 Homework is uploaded to the class page of the school website
at the beginning of each term.

« Homework is set on a Monday and is due a week later on
Fridays.

« Spellings will also be uploaded to the class page, and these
will be tested informally during our handwriting practice.
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